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Jean Marchand 

(1918 - 1988)  

A noted labour leader and organizer, the Hon. Jean Marchand, 

Speaker from 4 March 1980 to 15 December 1983, has been re-

ferred to as the Senate’s "unlikeliest" Speaker.  

Jean Marchand was born on 20 December 1918 at Champlain, 

Quebec. He studied at the Académie commerciale de Québec and 

the faculty of Social Sciences at Université Laval, joining the Confederation of Catholic 

Workers (CTCC) in 1944 as an organizer and technical adviser. Two years later he became 

Secretary General of the Confederation. He was at the forefront of the prolonged, bitter 1948 

strike of asbestos miners in southeastern Quebec. During the strike he met a young activist 

lawyer named Pierre Trudeau. They were to become lifelong friends and allies during their 

continuing battles with the government of Premier Maurice Duplessis of Quebec.  

He remained as Secretary General of the Confederation of Catholic Workers until 1961 

when he helped transform it into the Confederation of National Trade Unions (CNTU) and 

became its first President. Under his leadership, the CNTU opened its membership to non-

Catholics and the non-French speaking.  

Between 1963 and 1965, Mr. Marchand was a member of the Royal Commission of Enquiry 

on Bilingualism and Biculturalism which provided the blueprint for the federal government 

policy of bilingualism. During these years he continued his role in the labour movement, rep-

resenting workers as a member of the Advisory Committee of the Unemployment Insurance 

Commission, and participating in numerous national and international workers‟ organiza-

tions.  

At the urging of Prime Minister Pearson, Mr. Marchand agreed to run for the Liberals in 

1965. However, to reinforce the French Canadian presence at the federal level of govern-

ment, he insisted that the party also support Pierre Trudeau and Gérard Pelletier as candi-

dates. 

First elected to the House of Commons for the riding of Quebec West, he held the riding of 

Langelier in the general elections of 1968, 1972 and 1974. He was appointed Minister of 

Citizenship and Immigration and later of Manpower and Immigration by Prime Minister 

Pearson. When the latter announced his retirement from politics in 1967, many expected Mr. 

Marchand to succeed him. Instead he strongly supported Pierre Trudeau in the leadership 

convention.  

Mr. Marchand held many senior portfolios under Prime Minister Trudeau. He was Minister 

of Forestry and Rural Development from 1968 to 1969, Minister of Regional Economic Ex-

pansion from 1969 to 1972, Minister of Transport from 1972 to 1975, Minister without port-

folio from 1975 to 1976, and Minister of the Environment in 1976. He resigned from the 

cabinet over the non-use of French in communications between pilots and air controllers. In 

October 1976 he resigned his seat in the House of Commons and, presenting himself as an 
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opponent of the separatist program of the Parti Québécois, stood (unsuccessfully) for election in 

the Quebec provincial elections of 1976. 

Senator Marchand was summoned to the Senate on 9 December 1976 and was appointed 

Speaker of the Senate on 4 March 1980. Because the Speaker is fourth in the line of protocol in 

Canada, Senator Marchand found himself fulfilling an increasing number of requests to repre-

sent Canada and Parliament at various international meetings. He quickly recognized the need 

to create a Senate position similar to that of deputy speaker in the Commons in order to balance 

the international obligations of the Chair with the internal demands of the Senate. At his urging, 

the Senate decided to amend its rules so that a Senator would be named in each session to assist 

the Chair as Speaker pro tempore. 

Senator Marchand resigned both from the Speaker‟s Chair and from the Senate on 15 December 

1983 to become the Chairman of the Canadian Transport Commission. He died at his summer 

home in St-Augustin near Quebec City on 28 August 1988.  



Speakers of the Senate 64 

Maurice Riel 

(1922 - 2007)  

A distant relative of Louis Riel and a distinguished lawyer, the 

Hon. Maurice Riel served as Speaker from 16 December 1983 to 

1 November 1984.  

Maurice Riel was born on 3 April 1922 at St-Constant, Quebec and 

received his education at the Collège de St-Jean, Collège Ste-Croix 

and the Université de Montréal, from which he graduated in Law. Admitted to the bar of 

Quebec in 1945, he established his own law firm in Montreal and specialized in international 

private law and, over the years, developed a European clientele, mostly in France. He was 

appointed Queen‟s Counsel in 1958 and was a member of the Council of the Montreal Bar 

between 1961-1963. From 1965-1969 he was Chairman of the Metropolitan Montreal Cor-

poration and also sat on the Board of Expo „67. He served on the Board of the Bank of Can-

ada from 1969-1973. Since 1975 he has been associated as Counsel with the firm of Stike-

man, Elliott of Montreal and sits on the Board of several national and international corpora-

tions. 

Associated with the Liberal Party since 1947, Mr. Riel was President of the Montreal Young 

Liberals between 1951 and 1952: thereafter he served in various capacities at the Quebec and 

National levels. He participated actively in the establishment of the Délégation générale du 

Québec (Quebec House in Paris) during 1960-1961. He was called to the Senate on 1 Octo-

ber 1973.  

As a Senator, he served as Joint Chairman of the Special Joint Committee on Immigration 

Policy in 1974-1975 and for many years was a member of the Senate Standing Committees 

on Foreign Affairs, on Agriculture, and on Internal Economy, Budgets and Administration. 

In 1982 he was the Head of the Canadian delegation to the United Nations World Assembly 

on Aging and in 1984 he led a delegation of Canadian Parliamentarians to the People‟s Re-

public of China.  

On 16 December 1983, Senator Riel was appointed Speaker of the Senate, following the res-

ignation of the Hon. Jean Marchand. He was the first Speaker to report to the Senate on his 

tenure, after leaving office on 1 November 1984. On 30 November 1984, he was sworn of 

the Queen‟s Privy Council. He continued to be an active participant in the work of the Sen-

ate until his retirement in 1997 on reaching the age of 75. He died ten years later on 20 July 

2007. 
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Guy Charbonneau 

(1922 - 1998)  

The longest serving Speaker, the Hon. Guy Charbonneau pre-

sided over two Parliaments, becoming Speaker of the Senate on 2 

November 1984 at the beginning of the 33rd and serving until 6 

December 1993, near the end of the 34th. During his tenure, the 

size of the Senate was temporarily increased to its Constitutional 

maximum, and the Standing Rules and Orders were extensively 

amended to clarify and extend the powers of the Speaker.  

Senator Charbonneau was born at Trois Rivières, Quebec on 21 June 1922. He was educated 

at the Collège Jean de Brébeuf, received a B.A. from the Université de Montréal in 1941 and 

studied economics at McGill University. During World War II, he served with les Fusiliers 

Mont-Royal and was an Air Liaison Officer with the French Wing of the Tactical Air Force 

in Northwest Europe.  

Following the war he joined Peerless Insurance Agencies of which he became the Vice-

President and Director in 1948 and President in 1963. Later he became Chairman of the 

Board and Chief Executive Officer of Charbonneau, Dulude and Associates Ltd., Insurance 

Brokers, and a limited partner in the Mer Banco Group of Calgary. Between 1961 and 1964 

he was a director of the Canadian National Railways and served in the same capacity with a 

number of other companies. 

A Progressive Conservative, Senator Charbonneau was summoned to the Senate on 27 Sep-

tember 1979 and was a member of the Conservative Caucus Task Force which investigated 

complaints about the tax collection practices of Revenue Canada. He was appointed Speaker 

of the Senate on 2 November 1984, and elected Chairman of the Standing Committee on In-

ternal Economy, Budgets and Administration on 11 December 1984.  

A soft-spoken man accustomed to the political backrooms, Senator Charbonneau presided 

over a Senate that was abnormally partisan and fractious as it dealt with controversial legis-

lation. He became Speaker when the lopsided majority of the Government in the House of 

Commons was counter-balanced by the majority the Opposition enjoyed in the Senate. 

Moreover, the Senate opposition proved willing to use its power more fully than had been 

the case in the recent past. As a result, there were occasional stalemates between the House 

of Commons and the Senate over legislation the Government considered essential. After the 

Government resorted to a never-before used provision of the Constitution to break a dead-

lock between the two Houses by appointing eight additional Senators, the Speaker had to 

intervene forcefully to maintain order and decorum.  

In June 1991 the Senate adopted the most sweeping revision to its Standing Rules and Or-

ders since 1906. Some of the amendments were very important and controversial. A number 

of changes clarify and extend the powers of the Speaker to ensure that sittings are conducted 

in an orderly fashion, and in this way further the evolution of the Office of Speaker in the 

direction of the Speakership of the House of Commons. The same can be said of the adop-
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tion of rules imposing time limits on the speeches of Senators and providing for time allocation, 

a limit on the length of debates.  

Senator Charbonneau was made a member of the Privy Council on 17 October 1996 and retired 

from the Senate on his 75th birthday the next year. He died on 18 January 1998. 
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Roméo-A. LeBlanc 

(1927 - 2009)  

The Rt. Hon. Romeo LeBlanc was appointed Speaker of the Sen-

ate on 7 December 1993. He resigned as Speaker and from the 

Senate on his appointment as Governor General, an office he 

assumed on 8 February 1995. 

Senator LeBlanc was born at L‟Anse-aux-Cormier, Memramcook, 

New Brunswick on 18 December 1927. He was educated at St. Joseph University and the 

University of Paris. Early on in his career he worked as a journalist and then taught for a few 

years at Moncton‟s teachers college. In 1959 he returned to journalism, signing on as the Ca-

nadian Broadcasting Corporation (Radio Canada) correspondent for New Brunswick and 

later working in the Ottawa bureau before winning postings as a foreign correspondent in 

first London and then Washington.  

Senator LeBlanc‟s political career began in 1967 when Prime Minister Pearson called on 

him to serve as his Press Secretary. He stayed on in this position when Pierre Eliot Trudeau 

replaced Mr. Pearson as leader of the Liberal Party and as Prime Minister in 1968. In 1972 

he successfully ran for the Liberals in the New Brunswick riding of Westmoreland-Kent, a 

riding he continued to represent until 1984. As Minister of Fisheries in three of Prime Minis-

ter Trudeau‟s cabinets, he was responsible for extending Canada‟s coastal fishing zone from 

12 to 200 miles. He also served as Minister of the Environment when this responsibility was 

grouped with Fisheries, and as Minister of Public Works.  

Senator LeBlanc was summoned to the Senate in June 1984 on the eve of the general elec-

tions. He was elected Chairman of the Standing Committee on Internal Economy, Budgets 

and Administration in 1988 at the beginning of the 1st Session of the 34th Parliament. He 

also sat on the Foreign Affairs Committee and on the Sub-Committee on Security and Na-

tional Defence and was a member of the Canada-France Parliamentary Association and the 

International Association of French-speaking Parliamentarians. He was appointed Speaker 

on 7 December 1993. After less than a year in office, he resigned as Speaker and from the 

Senate on his appointment as Governor General, a post which he held until October 1999. 

He died on 24 June 2009.   
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Gildas L. Molgat 

(1927 - 2001)  

The Hon. Gildas Molgat was appointed Speaker of the Senate on 

22 November 1994 following the resignation of the Rt. Hon. 

Roméo Leblanc, and was re-appointed to serve as Speaker of the 

36th Parliament in 1997. He was the first to be elected Speaker 

pro tempore in 1983 and again in 1988, giving him a longer asso-

ciation with the Speakership than any other Senator.  

Senator Molgat was born 25 January 1927 in Ste. Rose du Lac, Manitoba and was educated 

at St. Paul‟s College and the University of Manitoba. Graduating in 1947 with a Gold Medal 

and an Honours Commerce degree, he began a 20-year career as a Manitoba businessman.  

Senator Molgat was attracted to provincial politics at an early age. He was first elected to the 

Manitoba legislature as a Liberal in the general election of 1953 and was re-elected at every 

election thereafter until he was called to the Senate on 7 October 1970. While a member of 

the Manitoba legislature, he served as Leader of the Liberal Party of Manitoba and Leader of 

the Opposition from 1961-1968.  

As a Senator, he quickly established his reputation in the field of constitutional reform. He 

became co-chair of the Special Joint Committee on the Constitution of Canada in 1971, co-

chair of the Special Joint Committee on Senate Reform in 1983, and chair of the Senate 

Committee of the Whole on the Meech Lake Constitutional Accord. He also served as chair 

of the Senate Task Force on the Meech Lake Accord and Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

Senator Molgat has maintained his close links with the Liberal Party while a Senator. He has 

served as Government Whip, President of the Liberal Party of Canada, Deputy Opposition 

Leader and Deputy Government Leader. He nevertheless was chosen or “elected” to be Dep-

uty Speaker of the Senate by a selection committee in 1983, and re-elected to the post in 

1988. He was appointed Speaker of the Senate in November 1994 early in the 35th Parlia-

ment and was called on to preside over the 36th Parliament as well, making him one of the 

longest-serving Speakers since Confederation. His long tenure as Speaker and his reputation 

for fairness and warmth helped to accustom the Chamber to the new rules. Senator Molgat 

died suddenly in February 2001. 
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Daniel Philip Hays 

(1939 - )  

With wide experience as a Chairman in private business and the 

Senate, Senator Hays was appointed Speaker of the Senate on 26 

January 2001 at the beginning of the 37th Parliament.  

A farmer and rancher, a prominent lawyer and a politician, Senator 

Hays was born in Calgary, Alberta on 24 April 1939. He received 

his B.A. in History and English from the University of Alberta in 1962 before studying law 

at the University of Toronto and being admitted to the Bar of Alberta in 1966.  

As a farmer and rancher since 1957 he has continued to improve the Hays Converter breed 

of beef cattle which was developed by his father, the late Senator Harry Hays, and which re-

mains the only Canadian pure-breed of cattle marketed throughout North America. As a law-

yer he rose to prominence as a partner in Macleod Dixon, an international firm of Barristers 

and Solicitors, and as Chair of the Executive Committee of their Calgary offices. 

Senator Hays was called to the Senate on 29 June 1984 where he has served as Chair of both 

the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry and the Standing Committee on 

Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources. These responsibilities have been comple-

mented by his interest in Canadian relations with the countries of the Pacific Rim: he has 

served as Chair of both the Canada-Japan Inter-Parliamentary Group and of the Canadian 

section of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum.  

A past President of the Liberal Party of Canada, he was appointed Deputy Leader of the 

Government in the Senate in October 1999 and Speaker on 26 January 2001. Senator Hays is 

the first Albertan to serve as Speaker of the Senate. 
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Noël A. Kinsella 

(1939—) 

Senator Noël A. Kinsella was appointed the Speaker of the Senate 

of Canada on February 8, 2006 by Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

Duties of the Speaker are multifaceted. It is the Speaker‟s function, 

according to Senate Rules, to preserve order and decorum and to 

decide points of order subject to an appeal to the Senate. He is also 

called upon to perform diplomatic duties at home and abroad consistent with the Speaker of the 

Senate‟s fourth overall position in the Canadian Order of Precedence. Receiving visiting 

dignitaries and hosting official diplomatic events are all part of the Senate Speaker‟s day. 

Additional responsibilities come with each visit to Canada by a head of state, and with 

invitations from abroad. 

Parliamentary Service began with his appointment to the Senate by Prime Minister Brian 

Mulroney on September 12, 1990 while serving as a senior public servant in the office of 

Associate Under-Secretary of State of Canada. He became the Senate Opposition Whip in 1994 

and Deputy Leader of the Opposition in 1999. Senator Kinsella was elected the Leader of the 

Opposition for the Conservative Party of Canada in October 2004. 

Academic work commenced with elementary and secondary schooling in Saint John, New 

Brunswick, and has involved university studies in several European universities including: 

University College, Dublin, Ireland (B.A.); St. Thomas Aquinas University, Rome, Italy (L.Ph., 

and Ph.D.), Pontifical Lateran University, Rome, Italy (S.T.L., S.T.D.). He is a licensed 

member of the College of Psychologists of New Brunswick. Dr. Kinsella spent 41 years as a 

faculty member at St. Thomas University, Fredericton, N.B. where he has taught psychology, 

philosophy and human rights. 

Human rights is a field in which Senator Kinsella has been active. He served as the Chairperson 

of the New Brunswick Human Rights Commission for 22 years, beginning in 1967, as President 

of the Canadian Human Rights Foundation, and is well-known nationally and internationally as 

a human rights advocate and academic including such cases as Malcolm Ross, and Lovelace v. 

Canada at the United Nations Human Rights Committee. 

 

Born in Saint John, N.B. on November 28, 1939, he is married to Ann Conley Kinsella. 
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